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Now that Secretary Schurz proposes to make the

laterler Department a eturtliig point in civil sorvlco
reform the present condition of the department, as detailedby tno various beads ol bureaus, becomes a

matter ol considerable iutorost.
The first and periiups the moat Important document

In relation to the condi'lon ol tho department has boon
submitted to the Secretary by Uoueral Spear, tbe
Commissioner of Patents. It gives an interesting
history of that Important branch of the public service.

In addition to representing Its condition the Commissionermakes somo practical suggestions upon civil
service.

UKOWTH OF TltK PATXXT Bl'SIXSSS.

A perusal of Uenoral Spear's lutter will demonstrate
how rapidly the patent buslnoss has developed In this
country, and 10 what uuczpocted proportions It has
grown. From 1700 to 1803 the patents were Issued by
a cleric In the State Department, and that single personhad rarely enough to do in pcrlormlng his
duties to busy himself a third of each day.
In 1803 Mr. Jefferson appointed Dr. Thornton
to Issue the patents, and tne latter callod him.soli
the Superintendent ot the Patent Office. This official continuedthe autocrat of tho patent business till bis death,
In 1827. For the first three years of the existence of
the Patent Bureau, from 1700 to 1793, thoro woro

lorty-seven patents Issued, the first boiug that of
Samuel Hoplcins, bearing date tho 17th ot July, 1700,
for "making pot and pearl ashes," and tno second was

lor tho manulactore of candles. From 1703 to 1828
there were 6,380 patonts Issued, a feo of $30 being
charged In each eaae, which brought tho government
a revenue of $167,110. The hlghost number of patonta
Issued In uny one year previous to 1828 wus 331, while
more than that number are now Issued almost every
week. The receipts from patents from tbe beginning
of tbo government to 1828 were $157,110; tho expenditures,$62,164 02. In 1831 the Secretary of State,
Edward Livingston, called tho attention of Congrc»s to
the fact that tho law permitted tho employment of only
threo clerks to conduct the patent business, and that
there was turned Into tho Troasury as tbe result of
tholr labors more than $10,000 ouch year ovor and
above all expenses. The issue of patents Increased
gradually each year, necessitatlug more room tbau
could be given to that business in tbe State Depart-
muuit auu lud uiuuvid, uibhiu^b, kum uij uauu, were

removed to the old City Hall. In 1838 they were en.

tirely destroyed by fire, and In that year Congress reorganizedtho Patent Office and Henry L. Ellsworth, of
Connecticut, was appointed Commissioner of Patents,
and discharged the duties ot the ollico until 1845.
After tho reorganization tho applications for patents
very rapidly inoreascd. In 1840 tbero were (210,468 83
to the credit of tho patent fund in the Treasury; tho
entire expenses in that year being 177,716 44. Tho developmentof the patent business in tho yours immediatelyfollowing 1840 was so great that the proposition
to erect a Patent Office building was favorably considered,and a portion of the surplus fund In the Treasury
to-the credit of the patent sorvlce was appropriated for
that purposo. The building at prosenl occupied by tho
Interior Department was constructed for a Patent
Office almost entirely from tho earnings of that office.

BXTEXT OF TUB BUSIKKSS.

To undertake to follow the growth of the patont
business, giving in detail each year's results, would
consumo time and space, but a fair idea of its extent

may be gleaned from the tact that over 190,000 patents
bare been Issued since July 4, 1836, and the roceipts of
the office now aggregate close upon $1,000,600 por
annum. Almost au army of employds nro required to
do its work, and the business of the office is still increasingrapidly. For many years the Commissioner
of Patents exerciBed almost unlimited control in tho
grauting and extension of patents. Naturally, as the
values ol patents became great, this power led to corruptionWDioh has never yet been eradicated, althoug h
Congress has materially curtailed tho powers of the
Commissioner. The Patent Office is brought Into dully
intercourse with n greater number of people than any
other bureau or department in Washington, and its
model room, containing working models of neurly
every machine and contrivance known to human ingenuity,is a held of investigation for thousands of
curiosity hunters und scientists each week.

THK LBTTKIt OF UE5KRAL SI'KAK.
The letter ot Generul Spear is as follows:.

Csitko Status I'atknt Orricu, .March 27, 1877.
Ilan. Cant. Schukz. Secretary ot the Interior:
Sir. In accordance with your order of tho 20th taut. I

have the honur to submit the following statementsUpon
reflection 1 find that in this office a consideration ol the organisationwill necessarily include mora or less discussion
of the force mnloyed, and. to aome extent, iho character
of their employment, 'that lorce consists ol two distinct
classes-the examining anu the clerical, with the usual
auxiliaries ot laborers and messengers.

tux kxamininu corps.
The examining corps consists of twenty two principal

examiners, each having a Hrst, s coud and third ussistaut;
uf an exnmluer ol Interferences and nil examiner
of trade marks. Each principal examiner haa rliuriru
oi a class relating to tone one or more kindred subjects
tnatler. Each one of these principal examiners, with the
aid of his assistants examines all applications in lila
class as to patentability, decides all questions relating
thereto, both of law and fact. Ilia favorable decision is
practically final, aud the patent issues upon hla order. In
case of Ins adverse decision appeal may be taken to tlio
Hoard ot Kxamluers-ln-Chlof. 1 Ills Hoard consists ol three
equal members, appointed by the 1'realdeiit and continued
by the eenale. Their legal duty is to bear appeals Irum adversedecisions of the principal examiners and from the
examiner 01 intertereuces', to review the decisions of
tlioso examiners, and they may itfiirin or reverse them.
From their adverse decision anneal may be taken to tlio
Commissioner in person or to tlio Assistant Commissioner
acting as Commissioner.
The cxamluer 01 interferences, who has also assistants,

has original jurisdiction in cases wliero conllict arises betweenapplicants or the applicant and patentee as to prisntyof invention.
The examiner of trade marks receives all applications

for trade marks and labels and considors the propriety of
registering such mailers. He acts under the supervision of
the Commissioner ami appeals from him are takeu to tlio
Commissioner in person.
In addition to the assistant exnminers who aid the principalexaminers in tho adjudication of the claims of applicautsfor patents each oxaminer has aclcrk who assists in

the correspondence and In the caru of tho files and records
of Ids room.
Each examiner receives at his room all Hie applications

pertaining to Ms class, Lull lieloro they are sent to him all
questions as to lees, to tho more formal manors, such as
oath, petition, signature*, kind of drawing, An., uro determinedby tlio chief clerk or his subordinates or by the Commissionerin person.

All applications when received aro examined in tlio order
of their receipt. The examiner and Ilia assistants make
ucli examination into tlin records ol tliu office, prior
patents, printed publications, fmeign patents and the llko
as may bo necessary to refresh Ills memory and enable littu
to decide as to the novelty of the invention presented In thu
application.The law requires lilni. If he reject. Io state explicitly the
reasons of his rejoctlou. The applicant or Ills attorney may
then amend, present arguments If lie thinks best, nod ihn
Cane must be reheard. I ho second decision of the examiner
may be Dual and from that appeal may lie taken aa hereinbeforeslated. This system brings inventors and their attorneysdirectly and constantly into contact with the olTico,

concerned A# eagerness of pursuit Is none the less on that
account. Tlio rights sought nre those ol property tlmt In to
my. tlio exclusive use ol a supposed valuable Invention end
nrlitoil thereto Isoftenthe priile ol invention. Added to tint
It the f.ict thitt many attorneys prosecute cores lor fee*
contingent upon success in procuring the patent. The
result I* an unremitted pressure lor patents, t he advantageol this Is that the office Is under constant anil Interest en
scrutiny, sharp to detect and earnest to complain of defects.
On thu other linnd, constant pressure rei|tnrus as constant
reslstanro on the part of the examining coepe. In order to
guard the rights of tho public, and refuse patents not Justlliedhv the law. Changes la the head of the olllco and
gradual change* iii the personnel of tlio examining corps
nave caused changes In the resultant of these two forces,
to that on the one hand there has neon st times complaint
a* to the strictness ol the oihce In rejecting applications
that may have seemed frivolous* and on tlio other hand
rouiplaints that the country has been Hooded mid people
harassed with patents which ought never to have been
granted.

tiik ci.sntcsL rotten.
To this examining corps the clerical force Is mainly auxiliary.The clilcl clerk and his assistants receive all papers

and moneys, orilers lor copies and applications for patents,
and ileal m.ist directly with the public in such mailers. The
correspondence of the office Is carried on through the chief
clerk and Ills assistants In all matters except such as relate
to ilie adjudication of applications lor patents. Subordinate
to the chief clerk is a division which receives all appilca
liens lor patents and distributes thorn to the different examiner*,keeping record of surh receipts ami distribution. To this
division ere reinrned all the hies In cases In which p .tents
Imve been ordered to Issue by the examiners. Tills business
includes a preliminary examination as to form, fees. Ac.,
and their acknowledgment and receipt, notice and delects,
making flies, receiving and assigning amendments, calling
lor halanso fees In Issue cases. Ac. .More than UII.ISS) supMcationsare here received nscli vcar, and a much larger num.
bur or ameudu.ents and other communications. Kloven
clerks sro here employed.
Another division, also subordinate, receives orders for

copies, of which largo numbers are dally made, attaching
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certificates; distributes these orders, sees that they nre
properly tilled, keeps accounts thereof, sends the ortlclal
gssette and answers correspondence as to these matters.
Nine clerks are in this division.
Another division receives and records assignments, Tarnishesabstracts of such assignments, keeps accounts of

Tees received slid hst the custody oT records pertaining
thereto eutnloylug lor these purposes seven clerks.
The copies furnished by the office are partly In manuscript»nd partly priuted matter. The printed matter consistsof specifications of which, since IHsttJ. the office upon

the Issuances of a patent has printed a large number of
copies aud keeps them on hand Tor the use oT the public
when required. The manuscript copies are those or older
patents or hies, correspondence and decisions in patent
cases. All these matters certified to are often used by those
Interested In patents In courts or elsewhere. The menuscriptcopies aN made in the copying division, which coll
sists ut some forty Isdtes under th- supervision of a chief,
the force being varied with the varying amount ot work.
Another subdivision lias in charge the tilling up ol fhe

patent heads, the formal document to which the signatures
ot tier Secretary and the (iomiiitssiuner ol I'ateuts and the
seal of the office are affixed: and connected with this Is the
custody of the seal and proper attachment of specificatlone
aud drawing! to the certificates, ami like matters

lit room No. tot hie of patent heads, drawings and specificationsare numbered, and the number, name and residence,
assignment aud title are entered on the record. Patent
heads made up Irotn the record book and red ruled; record

head* compared with the headings ot the specifications and
drawiugs end then compared with the record book*; fllee
vnt to printer end churned: printed specifications itnd
photo-lithographs received front printer end draughtsmen,
checked off. examined and no nt to pasting room ell record!
ol cemm or replenishing of exhausted copies sent
to printer end charged; litters lu regard to
error! in printing, Ac., anewered; a complete list
ol patent! United each week, giving the number,
clHe number, name, reildence, assignment end title, is
nta e, and hI»o a ll»t for the printer, giving the number,
name, reeldenoe and title. Throe lints of patent! for office
nee are compared with the record each weak. Volume! of
specification* and drawing* for the record room are put up
and tent to the binder. Volume* of specification* of de

Igncand trade mark* for the record room and exaiulnor of
trado mark* are indexed and aenl to the binder. The numberof etuplojrca engaged on tltii business it nine clerki and
a messenger.

STORK AKP arKClrittATIOR ROOMS.
In connection with this division t* a storeroom, in which

I* kept the bulk of the recent la»ne» of specilir.atlona and
drawing!, arranged in order, hound and kept In cu*ea.
Three nerson* are employed liore. Alto in connection with
till* is a ipccilleation room, where are kept the recentissue* of specification* and drawing*, and the
classification of the olheiai garotte it corrected in order to
flu orders for different c a»»u*. The otticiii! garottes are
here toided. wrapped aud inn to the mail roout and specifl
cation* and drawings posted and pot In case*. Order* tor
(lie weekly issues are entered on books In this room and
tilled. The number of employes is eighteen. Two other
employes have charge of another room wltero back issue* of
specifications nod designs are utorcd. Another sMbdivislou
recones, records, distributes and ctieck* off when filled, all
orders for manuscript copies; estimates all manuscript
copies, conies Iront the book all patent liaada lor manuscriptorder* and for pritttod orders also, ha* control ol the file* lit
patented cases (some two httudred thousand), and charge of
the room wttero interested parties may examine litem.
Orders are here tilled tor the printed specifications, drawingsaud compared patent heiitls, uud proper untry made in
hooks.
Another division of fnttrclorks and messengers, also subotdinsteto the cliiel clerk, receives, arranges and distributesmodel*: and still another, consisting ot an oflicer in

charge and twelve assistant*, who have charge ol all patentedmodel* and oxhibit them lo the public when required.
These inooels are examined by inventors and attorneys to
ascertain the novelty of lnvsntluus sought to lie patented.
The attorney's room is kept for tlie convenience of Attorneysand applicant* doing niisines* with the office, and is In
charge of a clerk with three or four boys, who hi Ing papers
aud other records to this room for the use of the public.
The oftice ha* a library of souto 30,000 volumes, relating

more or less directly to the business ot the utUce, in charge
of u librarian and assistants.

DUTIKS or TIIK KXAMINING CORPS.
The duties of the examining corps are partly scientific

aud partly Judicial. 'I'Uey require general Intelligence,
mechanical aptitude, scientific training, lumiliurity with
the state nf the art lor each particular clar-s, a knuwledgo of
the lew and the decisions of the courta relating to patent
matters, a Judicial turn of mind, willingness to hear argumentsand rccolvo information ami firmness to decide advortelyto eager applicants. Tint examiner iu the perforraauceot his duties I* required to make luborion*
searches in order to ascertain the novelty or lack of novelty
of applications submitted to him. lit making the search ho
acts the part of prosecuting attorney at the same time.
When lite search Is completed It is Ills duty to d< clde questions,nice and perplexing, as to differences between the
processes or mucuiues sought to he patented and those
ulreaoy shown in reference* in his class. 1 need hardly add
tliat this duty requires of the examiner mi amount of
patience, fairness. Intelligence and lidullty not often lo he
found. And turthur, that on the one liutid he shall he so
sustained that lie can act hotieslly and Intelligently, withouttear and without favor; and on the other that no shall
not he so sustained that he can In security act carelessly or
unwisely.

MANN Kit OP API'OINTMKNT.
This examining uorps is made up of persons appointed

under dlHoreut systems, l'rior to IHtii) appointments in tlio
examining corps were made, so tar as I am aware, practicallywithout examination. When ail examination tvxs orderedit was not competitive, was sometime* alter the appointmentand tended to mere form. To my kitowledgo
munv were iiiiiile without even tile form of mi examination.
Commissioner fisher, in llie curly part at' lmiH. inntitnteii it
plan of competitive examination. Thin was coutinui'd, with
perhaps mime intermission, until It was merited into the
general civil service system, which was put Into oporutimi
under the Presidential order of April It). 1H72. That order
continued in force until April, 1W75, tlnee which tuna I
think there have been practically no examinations except
in isolated cases; and but one competitive examination
either lor nppuintiueut or promotion. The result ot this
mixture of systems is a variety in the examining corps in
respect to fitness greatly in excoss of that which the ordinarydifferences among classes of men would lead us to expect.
A few of the older examiners and assistant examiners

were, in ray Judgraont, incompetent tor the positloust ev
held, and some have been reduced In'grade or discharged
sine-I came into ofllco. In respect to others I propose to
sitUiuit recoimiinidations. Mnnv ot the older, and most of
the examining corns appointed since 180H, are able and
taitlilul officers. With respect to them 1 have but lew
recommendations to make. In the performance of their
difficult executive and Judicial duties they need only the
Incentive that faithful official services will he uppreclsted.
The standsrd of the examining corps may, and undoubtedly
should, be raised. It is possible ou the pay allowed by law,
although that pay has not been enough, to retain some of
the best and most experienced men. Still, It is possible, as
it now stands, to elevate the staudard of the corpa in point
ol ability, hut it ii a work whicfi needs to he done gradually.
Some ot the less able officers have acquired by long expert*
ence considerable knowledge of the detail! ol the btisiuess,
and in some respects render better service than inexi erlencedthough abler men. liut tlie.v have long since reached
tlieir maximum, and their maximum Is small. Ou the other
hand, greet care is required in the selection ol new men.

CH AUACTKK OF Til K CLKRIOAb FOItKK.
The duties of the clerical force 1 have perhaps already

sufficiently indicated in my statement of the organisation
ol the office. This force consists very largely of ladles. In
fact tUey have been employed during the past eight years
to do almost all the copying work and purl ot tho oilier
work required bv the office. for their admission to tho
office there has been practically. I think, no examination.
They have generally been appointed on personal solicitation.The clerical force lias been greatly changed within
the past two years, ana not ulways. In my Judgment, for
tlie oetter. lis efficiency is not up to thu standard requiredliy the public Interests nor that which the salaries
paid ought to command. The renovation of this force and
the elevation of the character of it require time mid patience.Hy carefully sitting out the incompetent and inattentiveI am confident that the office may he benefited,
both by the addition of better element anu by belter servicesfrom those who are retained.

THK UUKSTIOK OF KKDCCTIOX.
In respect to reductions, I am ot the opinion that the examiningcorps should ho kept up to the maximum alluwod

bylaw. The clerical force, I think, may he reduced when
Improved in the manner heretofore Indicated and when the
method ot carrying on the clerical busiucss is changed, as I
shall hereinafter suggest.
In this connection I desire to consider tho sixth topic of

thu circular. The method of conducting tho roeelpt ol applications,examination of cases andissue of patents appear-tohave heen carefully thought ont at a very early
period in the history of the office. It works woll. is as simpleas is consistent with the proper safeguards and cheeks
and needs no change.
Tho copying business, to which I have referred In the

statement of the organisation ol the office, nnd also touched
unon in relation to the clerical lorcu. was not orlginaltv
jirnvidvt fur. Tliu system litis grown up, nieotuig nisar
demands in they arose, so that it cannot so wall
he culled a system a* a collection ut little ayitteins. For in

lance,an order tor printed specifications, with the money
accompanying It, may go to one rlera to be luruiehed by
hlra mid the money paid to tinn. An order for au abstract
of assignment or an assignment to be recorded, tor both of
which fees are rcipilred, may ko to the assignment
clerk its un independent trnmoiction. As he is an honest
man I believe he does not put the money in his pocket, but
the houest administration of the buiiuesH depends on the
man and Is in spite of tho system. Further than this,
the divided responsibility is perplexing and Is not favorable
to tho prompt pcrlurinance ol the business, ibis a hole
businessot furnishing copies Involves the receipt of a large
amount of money and brinks the nfllce dally Into contact
with the public, and promptness In attending to business lu
this branch, as will as In tho examlnalion of patents,
is absolutely needed to satisty tho public. 1 propose
to reorganize tills part of the "Mice in some respects, s as
to make tfle chief clerk directly responsible; to hare him
receive all orders and superintend their examination; to
have the fees paid directly to him, or rather to the Hnanclnl
clerk, who Is one of his assistants on his personal staff; to
send to tho rooms where copies are stored or where they are
made no ordera except those made by clerke under the immediatesupervision on orders taken from a stab book,
where the rrcipts of tho mouey will also be entered, so
that these stub books will show at nljrht oxaetly the businessof the day the money received from all these smaller
items, nnd whether or not the orders have been tilled. By
this 1 hope, somewhat to reduce the lorce.
in the management ol this part of the office I have had

very efficient help Irnm Major Leek wood, chlel clerk, who,
though new to the office, has had large and valuable experiencelu another department of the government.

RxsroHslRiLiTT yon ritornivrr.
I have also given attention to another mntter. I And

there Is no system of responsibility lor the property of the
office. Tho law (section 4W|, R, s.) makes the Commissioner
of 1'utents the custodian "of all books, records, papers,
models, machines and other things belonging to the Patent
Office." Manifestly tho direct and personal custody of even
a small part of these hooks and othor things Is not pusslule
to the Commissioner, considering the magnitude to which
the office has grown. For Instance, tbe Librarian has
harge of the tlorary, eaeb examiner of small library In
his own room and of other property belonging to the
office, and so on throughout the office. There was no
accountability and nn lecord, so tar as I am award,
for ail tlioso various articles. I havo caused an Inventoryto he made for each room, and 1 am preparing
property books in which I propose to keep a record of
all tho property In the custody of every officer of tho
bureau, to invoice to each such things as nro in ill*
custodv and lake receipts Irnm him, anu to do this not onlyfor the property now on hand, but every article which ncay
be procured, anil to deal in these matters precisely as Is
done in the Military service.

In respect to existing nhineii I have already, perhaps, in*
d leutad niv views, The evil* to bo remedied are not acute,bill chronic, disease* which ore to ho remedied hy mi Improvementof the system, increased accountability iind a
healthier way of official living. Hut a good system is not
more necessary lor the force employed than a good nn«l efllc.fiiifores ior tbi pnrposa <>t carrying out the system* mltiio nature ot the lorce depend* upon tho appointment, promotioutand tho tenure ol office.

API'OINTMKPIT AMD PROMOTION.In tliis connection i beg leave niao to submit tiio result
ol /iiv experience in the office as to tli different method* of
appointment mid promotion. Practically, there ore onlytwo. Kitlier tlie selection for HDpoiiitment or promotionmust be Hindu by competitive examination, conducted by it
hoitrd in some measure inch pendent ol the nominating or
appointing ollicer, or such appointments or promotions
muni be wholly effected or yery lar.ely modified bv per*Hotiiti solicitation. Prior to the inafiguration of mpet itiVeexaniinatioiis, wlienever it vacancy occurred, a j>plicantafor apoointuient or promotion nought to advance theirinterc t* by a system of solicitation, the nature
of which I need not attempt to explain to you.The only reason why thin did not prevail(1 speak ol tills office) has been because it was for the personalinterests and reputation of the head ol the office to
have the work dotio In competent persons, and the contest
between personal solicitation and promotion by merit has
varied under different administrations, according to the
character and standing nt the head of the bureau.
When' this system of competitive examination was put in

force, in case of a vacancy In the office, all the lower grade
might compete lor appointment. I he result was that,(jiiltting the plan of way laying the nominating or appointingofficer and assailing him with the reqiu sts of liilhieiitiul
friends, tlie«e officers and dome applied themselves with
the same seal to lit themselves for the places for which thoy
sought. Tho effect of this system upon tho force of tills
office was veiy marked. Almost every man applied himelf diligently to study. Assistant examiners made them-solves familiar with the decisions of the Court and of the
Commissioners, with all matters portaiuing to their dalles, 1

IK HERALD, THURSDAY,
»nd there wit the most raider competition to excel in Jn»t
th.it knowledge end efficiency which the business of the
office required, so that it the 141111* men bed *»eeu
selected under the new system a* would hare
been selected under the otd the men themselves
were rendered nu»re efficient. But the selections
were better. The examinations for promotions related 1
directly, for the most pert, sod lu ell esses, either directly
or iinlirect 1> te the bwiMH of tiie and whatever er
ror wmf mode whi not due to the system of promotion end
conipetiti vo xamiiiatlon, but to the imperfection of the
metier by which it whs curried out. My Jud-rmeut Is, after

considerable experience, that no other system except tnst
of competition can he maintained. It is impossible to fix an
absolute standard, and if it could be done no absolute standardcould be maintained. ntber exemlnationa. ao Ur aa I t
know, have H.ino.i invariably tendril to nitre loriu.
In tbl, office the rompetUivn examination, wore confined

mainlr to thoee in an.i above the irrnde of Dr>t cleat clrrka.
I Me no reaaon. rlther in rvlutiuii to the deiireblliiy of
avoiding the in onveiiience o! peraotial requeata lor appointmentor in the nature .it the work to be done, why all
clerk* and co|>yi*U ot every grade end ci****h»uld Dot tie
objected to tlie aaiue competitive examination, whether

for appointment or promotion.
TUK run.tl.* CLKRKS. 1

An tar from exempting lady olerka from the npemtinna of
the competitive ayaletu tiluru aeema to he in aoine reapecta
atroiiK r-'naona lor inciudiiiK them. The preaaure for placaa
for ludiea in conacquence of their exclnaioti from
many employment* la by far the xreeteat and
baa been til" heavieat hnrdeu I hare had lo
bear. 1 believe the ayaiem 1 referred to
a perfect remedy lor the evil, it ia needle»a to aay that the
acquirement* and ability neceaaary lor a copyiat vary indefinitelyin Individual caaea. The quality of handwriting, 0
rapidity, accuracy, ability to decipher badly written menu- (
acript; all theae qualification* are to he taken into account.
Further, a copyiat tteeda a reaaouably accurate knowledgeof tha iaiiL'U'jre in order to properlv divide worda and the
like ; and In inta "flu:o there alioulil be aiao aoine latnlliarity
with aclenttiic and meulianical ternta. There ia ample aoope
for exaiiiliiatloti of copyiata without going far outaide the 1
dull1* propoaett.
What I have aald in relation to promotiona In the exaininincorpa ia equally applicable to appointuieiita. There la no t

ueetl or itoittK lar outaide toe huainoaa ol the office to Hud
matter tor examination in order to teal tbe Otneaa of appli- *
cant* lor appoiutineuta. I have found by an experience of q
nearly three ypera tlint an examination in miillera pertainingto oflicial buaineaa. or pertaining to matter* intimately '

connected tlierewtth. la ell that la required, not only to teat a
tlto knowledge of an applicant but the quality of hia miud c
and hla menial habit*. Keapectfuily aubmitied. .

ELLIS SPEAK. J
TIIE llELEASE OF TWEED. J

c
MB. TOWNEEND'S OFFICII NOT YET SUBMITTED. I

A RETORTED MISUNDERSTANDING BETWEEN
'

Mil. PKCKUAM AND THE ATTORNEY GENERAL.
William M. Tweed is still :n Ludlow Street dull, and 1

tbe proposition wtiiub be will aiuko ofToring lo roator.
certain aum lo ibe county on cuuditlon ibat be 1

aholl be roloaaed la still uudcr conaidorutlon by bint- *

elf and hia counael, Mr. Jobn D. Townaend. The lal- 1

lor goutloman aimed laat night that bo expected lo J
submit tbo document to tho consideration of the prone- r

cutlon. Mr. Townaend atatea that ho will present tbo I
document privately, and tbe Attorney Uouoral or bia J
representative may tbeu make it public or not as they |
please. Speculation as to tho matter of tho proposed
compromise is rife among politicians, aud various

theories aro offered. Sumo have it that Mr. Tweed has
offered ttf pay Into tbe coffers of the county a certain

"

sum, on condition that he shall not be prosecuted
civilly or crlmiually, and that tbo olfur has been ac-

copied, provided that upon examination the author!- 1
ties shall llud tho sum offered to constitute ail, or at
least tho greater portion oi, tbo "Boss' *' estate. '
Those who incline to this way ol thinking contend that '
the document now being preparod by Mr. Towuscnd <

and hla client is consequently a schedule ol the '

property owned by ibe latter, aud the estimated value
ol each narcol. If this be true. Air. Beckham, on behalfof tho people, would probably think It necessary ^
to invostigaio tho matter thoroughly, and thus a great
deal of time would bo consumed before the "Boss"
could be released. However ibis inay he, there is a i
hi rung beliot in the circles best Informed on tbe subjeot ,
that the captive will bn lreed in a few dnys. Mr.
William A. Bench aud Mr. Jobn AIcKsou, counsel lor 1
I'ctor B. Sweeny, assert positively that no efloris huve t
been mado looking to a compromise of tho sun to re- .

cover 17,000,000 from their client. Humor, however,
demand that propositions will bo niado looking to the
setllcmeut <>( the suits aguinst Sweeny and K. A. Woodwardus well as Tweed. Mr. Towusond is counsel lor
ibe two last named prisoners, and It is probable tbal in
tho plan lor ibu relcnso of Tweed bis old colleague
Woodward is not lorgoilcn.

Til K ATrilKNKY GKXKKAL AMI) MIL I'SCKIIAM.
The extraordinary reticence ol Mr. Wheeler H.

Peckbam In relorenoe to the King suits has led to a

great deal of coDjocturc and gossip. It Is asserted that
Attorney General Kairchild has taken the matter entirelyout ol his bauds, and Is now negotiating lor the
releaso ol too prisoners without Mr. reukiutui's knowledge.The Attorney General, it is ulleged, is enraged
ut tbo outlro I'cckham lainily on account 01 au attack
made upon hint by Kulus 1'ockbam, of Albany, in a
court In this city, In December lust. For this reason, it
Is said, Mr. Paircliild bus excluded Wheeler It from
his coiilldence, and bus boon conducting negotiations
without bis advice lor nearly three months.

District Attornoy Phelps smiled incredulously when
spoken to concerning those rumors. Ho could glvu no
Information concerning tho proposed compromise.
Ho iar as he knew no proposition bad yet been submittedto tho prosecution by Mr. Townscnd, aud ho
thought likely it one had bcun made ho would ho Informedol It.

ATrOKMKY GKMKIIAL KAIKCIIIID'H HT ATK.MKXT,
Attorney Uonural Pairchlld was found at the lluck-

Ingham Hotel at oloveu o'clock lust night by the
11 KHALI) roprcsentativo. Tho gentleman was engaged
tor Bomo time previous In close conversation with
Comptroller Kelly. The nature ol tho tatter's visit
was presumod to be In relation to tbo "rlug" litigations.

' Has anything definite boon done by you In this
case of Tweed V*' Mr. Falrchild was asked.
"Nothing at alL Tho caso is just as Inr from settlementas evor." ,
"Have any propositions for settlement boon submittedby Tweed or his couusel f"
"No rogular propositions have been formulated. Of

courso Tweed is anxious to got out of bis troubles,
but we must see to It that the lutercsls ol the people
are fully protected in the recovery of all that is possibleunder the circumstances."
"Then yon say that nothing can be finally accomplishedIn tho way of Twuod's release lor soveral

weeksf" ,
"1 cannot say that, as I do not know what may arise

In the meanwhile. II might bo soveral weoks and It
might be sevoral days. I can answor you however,
thut nothing ol a detlnllo character has yol been accomplished"

"You absolutely control tho logal proceedings In tho
oasof"

"I da Tho consont of the Attorney Ganeral Is
rcqutsito to secure Tweod's release."

"Mr. Peokhnin Is your subordinate tbon? He acts
under your directions V"

"Well, he has appcurod in tbo King suits. Of courso
nothlug can be conducted without tho Attornoy General'ssanction."
"Tweed would like to got o.ut lor us small an amount

as possible ?"
"1 think so. That Is natural, but wo mast exact tho

fullest compensation within our reach lor tho wronus
commlttod"
"That is all ean bo said about tbo standing of tbo case

atprosontf"
"That la alL"

MUNICIPAL REFORM.
A special meeting ol tbo Board of Managers of tbo

New Yorlt I'roUuce Exchange was held yostorday. at
whtcb tbo following action was takcu wltb reference
to tbo proposed charter amendments, now under considerationby tbo Stale Legislature:.
Whereas those amendments must he a-provod by two

successive Legislatures and one vote of thu ueople;sudwhereas the failure ol the present Legislature to approvewould posipotia lor three years, If It did not dutrai. the
scueme; therefore.

Itesolved, That this Board respectfully urges the Hepresentatlvesand Senators from this city and the State Legislatureto leuu their earnest efforts to secure the pa-s ige of
the J dnt resnluih n approving of the constitutional amendmentsrecoiuinendud by the Commission on Municipal GoveminentIn their report, recently submitted to the Legislature.
THE BROOKLYN BANK ROBBERY.

OILBEBT la WHITING TO BE ADMITTED TO BAIL
IN TEN THOUSAND DOLLARS.

Justice Mc.Cuo, of tho Brooklyn City Court, yestcr-
day afternoon grantod a motion to admit Gilbert L.
Whiting, the defaulting chiof bookkeeper of tho
Brooklyn Bank, to bail in tho sum ol $10,000, rc>iulr-
mg three BuroticH. Brothurs of tbo accusod will bo
two of tbo surolien, but iba third ono la nut yet
kuown. When ttio application wits made Mr. Mos-
mugur, the President ol tbo iuidk. and Mr. Cornell, ono
of tbo directors, weru present uud mitdo no objection.
Mr. Mcsmiiger said no was sauMlcd that Mr. WUitllig
bad returned avury coin tliut lie look from tho bank.

I'o a J1khai.ii rcporler Mr. Mc.-iSinccr mud thai It
was Imposeloio lor lum, lit tbo position In which ho
found himself, to fay much at present iu regard to the
report implicating Mr. Hall, the paying tel.or, with Mr.
Whiting. Mr. Hull had bi'ou r.otiilod about a month
since that ho wuuld not bo wanted but a short timo
longer, and he has not boon In the bunk's omplov lor a
day or two. Mr. Hall, he further said, was a single
r.iuit, mid not relutod In any way to Mr. Uoorge A.
Thome, the former prosldenl of the bunk.

I'oliro Commissioner Tyburn stated yesterday that
when Mr. Whiting was first arrested and asked what
he did with tbo tnlsBing (lo,uuo, ho replied that ho
would not any anything on the subjort, as It miuhl Implicateanother person, anil this tin did not wish to do.
When Mr. Tyburn called Commissioner Jourdan's
attention to What Mr. Wbltitig had said llio prisoner
said that lie did not intend saying any such thing.

Chiol of Tullce Campbell, hearing ol the rumor concorningMr. Mall, sent Detective Corwln to tne Imuk to
see il it wcro truo. Mr. Corwln roturnod with tho
Information that the hank olTlniuls refused to say anythingin relation to the dofalcnttoti, except Ihnt tho
services ol tho Tolice Department wore not needed.

WE IMPOKT OUll SUITS.

Officers of the Special Treasury Agent lit this city
followed ail express wagou yesterday carrying a ensn

obtained from tho steamer City ol Chester to Joseph
Jones, clothing store, No. 31 West Thirtieth siroot. Tho
box, not Doing on tho munilett and having no permit
lor dulivory iroui tbo Custom House Inspector in
charge ol tne vessel, tbo utllcern seized tt and turned
It into tho seizure room. On opening the same It
was lonnd to contain cigtit lull suits of line spring
clothing, dono up in lour Imndies. Knch package was
marked w ith tho name of piotiunetil llroud struct and
IIroadway brokers and merchants, who will be dobarredby this emlnirgo from airing tbolr now anlU on
Filth avonuo on Easier Sunday.

MARCH 29, 1877..TRIPLE
OUK COMPLAINT BOOK.

ASTER SUNDAY OPERA BODTTB.
ro ths Editor or tiis Hbrau>:.
Among the numornua advertisements tn your lass*

>f yesterday, under the heading "Eagle Theatre '

ap>earithe following:."Easter Sunday evening, April
..gala night," Irnni which it would appear that on
lunday next the Anueo troupe proposes to girs an unisuullyattractive representation ol opera boulTe. New
fork Is, no doubt, quito a cosmopolitau city, but I
loubt if it has yet become so thoroughly Parisian that
ts inhabitants drstro the Sabbath to bo Ignorsd by the
Nllgil the theatres on that day. jtSMTtr, is It

lot contrary to the law V
'

INQUIRER.
POSTAJ. DELAYS.

'o ths Editor or tiis iIbkalo:.
I mail letters here on tbe Erie Railroad postal car,
nail leaves at lire minutes paal one 1*. M., aud artveslnNow York at bull-past au A. M. ou tbe day lotowing;yet that letter ia uol delivered at Ita destiuaion,in Tblrty-lourtb atroot and Broadway, uulll two
M., taking seven hours to travel front llio general

ifllce to Tbirty-iourib street. Cuu tbia not bo reinelie.tr W. I), w.
Duskihk, N. Y., Marcb 2C, 1«77.

pasokuouh cuunca oallebues.
rornn Editor or tiik Herald:.
I dei m it a duly to aak tbu proper autboritloa to seo

o It that care be tuken, belore loo late, to prevont anitberdreudlul sucnllco of buinau Ufa. 1 have relerinceto tbo dooru loading to the gallerlea ot tbe St
itntlhcw's Cnureb, corner of Broome nnd Elizabeth
itroeta, wbicb are only about four last wide, allowing
inly one person to gel out at a tirao. 1 need not nteutontbe dungur attending a panto In tbegallunea of
bat building. It ia apparent to all acquainted with
be doors.ono on eucli aide of tne gallery.that tliey
ire wholly Insulticteut 1 hope lliut ibis will be audiilentand that ineaus will lio taken immediately to
uiuedy wliat mlgbt prove tbe eauae of a terrible loaa
>1 llfo. A.

BOOKKEEPERS* SALARIES,
To thk Kditok or tur 11krai.d:.
A bookkeeper's position la a liard one, and wbonever
hoar of u bookkeeper "making off" 1 always bave to

tuy, Was ho torced to do so i I know bookkeepers In
.bis olty who oan hardly keep soul and body together.
am personally acquainted with a bond booKkoopcr in

>nn of our city bunks (Stato Bank) who la working
men nights nl the immense salary of $12 per week,
tonioinher, O ye directors who live sumptuously, that
though your accounts may show a bnlnnco Here, there
s another account to bo scillod boreal lor Will tbo
looks bah lice there?

ONE WHO HAS BEEN THKKE.

PBICE8 or (iRUCKUIES.
To thk Editor or tu* Herald:.
In your issue of the 19th inst. "Co-operation" bit*

he nail on tbe bead. Tbe extortion ol grocrrs up
.own and out ol town Is something that call* lor a
remedy, nud 1, lor one, will gladly co-opcrato in any
feasible plan such us bo suggests. Let us bear from
iltn where be cuu bo aocn, und something may como
>1 bis suggestion. 1, lor ono, "au willin'" to take
t band In. BARKIS.

A BitAVE WOMAN.
To thk Editor or tiik Herald:.

I liuvo always given our polloe due credit aa ornaTtcntato tbo city, but I had supposed heretofore that
.hov bad duties to nerforin also. On Snturilnv it

wunty minutes past six o'clock P. M., I was riding
town Broulwuy in an open carriago. Haw a

lewsboy pick a lady's pocket. Ordored my driver to
;uru about, lie could not do ao (or tho proas or
ruhiolca. At tlio corner lio turned to tho right, blockngtbo cruaa-wulk, when 1 told hall a dozen gcntlelueuol It, uud polutod out the boya.tnere wore tbrcn
jf thein together.tnon runnlug across the btroei, uud
within lour yards ol them, hut they look no notice ol it
Dioro lhau to look curiously at the Hying rascals,
1 urntug again into Broadway, wo raw tho hovs.who
bad gone to the lelt.hull-way down the clock' looking
sugerly at tho contents of tbo pockotbook, and no
doubt dividing tho spoils. This was at Twenty.first
street. Wo saw no policoinun till wo rnuched Fifteenth
street, and he was so wrapped up iu the contemplationol his boon that It was impossible to attract bis
attention. Wo then concluded to go to UcaJquartera.
as it was not much out of our way, but we saw another
pollocman iu lileccker street, near Broadway. I
thought ho might givo Inlormatiou al Headquarters,
and save us tho trouble. Told linn so. Alter relating
tl.o circumstance and asking what could bo douo, ho
said. We can't do nothln', lor liter's uo knowtn'
whoro the boys Is now!'' "But," said 1, "It is not
six minutes hi nee it huppened, and that neighborhood
is not so tnronged that it would be impossible to tlud
three newsboys together." lie gave us no answer and
we drove on. ONLY A WOMAN.

IH'NTEH'H POINT AND ITS ENVIUONS.
To thk Editor or tiiu Hkkai.d:.
Cud it bo posslblo that a great city llko this is to bo

subject to the terrible nuisance caused by tho coal oil
rcQnorios at Hunter's Point, as well as otbsr disease
breeding establishments in that looallty 1 Are there no
means of compelling the in to remuvo beyond tbe city
limits? Every broczo tbal is wafted over tbo city
rrom Ibis locality is impregnated with disraso and is
spreading Its terrible nod nausouting inlluence iroui
tins place. It may reasonably bo supposed that many
nl the diseases caused by malaria can bo traced to this
source. Tbo Hariom tlaia of last summer were a mere
circumstanco wucn compared wlib tbe Hunter's Point
uulsauco. And this is uot all; In certain localities It
doprociutcs the value ol properly. There has never
been a lime when tbero was so much sickness in tbo
city, caused by malaria; and there never has been a
time when the stench trom Hunter's Point was so airong
as at present. HICK FAMILY.

CAPTAIN WILLIAMS IN A NEW BOLE.
To tiik Editor or tiik Hkkald:.
About midnight a low evonings slnco, while at

Parker's restaurant, Hlxlh avenue, Police Captain
Williams was entertaining a few klndrod spirits with
an exhibition ol an obsceno engraving, which he said
ho had takon from * prisoner at his station bouse.
Just then IIvo gentlemen entered tho saloon, ono ol
whom had previously Incurred tbo displeasura of the
Caelum. On presenting themselves and boiure having
glvcu iiuv order, Captain Williams, in loud and author!*
laiivo lone*, Instructed tho bsrkoepsr to "Sell no
nioro li'iuor over tbo bar." The obnoxious individual
Informed tho Captain that lie only came tor n cigar, as
he was not drinking, and asked Mr. I'arkcr II ho could
havo a cigur, who replied, "Certainly you can have a
cigar." 1 he roinnindor of Iho pnrty reiired Irora tho
saloon and were not waited upon. Tho Inlcrenco is
that l'arkor owna tho cigar stand and Captain Willinms
runs the bar. The abovo la as truo as UOHl'KI*

PUT OUT TIIK PIPES.
To tub Koitor ok thk Herald:.
Your "Complaint Book" has dono good. Can It cloar

away the smoko in tho Hamilton lorry houso at sis
P. M. ? Tho Hoard of Health should too to that vile
nulsunco ol an almost air-tight lorry bouse packed
with people and a third ot thorn smoking old flb'by
pipes, to say nothing of cheap cigars. Wall In that
poisoned atmosphere llvo minute* and then stand on
deck and you can account for the prevalence of bronchitismid kindred discuses. Wliat good sro "No
smoking allowed" posted around the house, when not
one foul pipe or mean clgnr is ordered out ? The Union
Kerry Company Is responsible tor this outrugoon a
travelling public. T. 3. H.

STItEKT ANNOYANCES AND NUISANCES.
I. C. J. Kalnsh slates that tho contractor building

Die sower In Forty-second street usos a compressed air
engine, night and day, and with Its shrieks drlvos sleep
sway. There Is also great danger about tbe blasting
opcrntious.
"Twentieth Ward" asks whnl lias become of the

Street Cleaning Department, and adds that the ashes
tnd garbage of llto block* on Thirty-second and Thirtythirdstreets, between .Seventh and Klghth avenues,
lina been allowed to accumulate all wiuler. When
spoken 10 ou the subject the police aro Insolent.

Forty-filth street, between Second and Tlilrd avenues,
create* u disturbance in the neighborhood every morning,about thrco or Tour o'clock A. M.t by bunging hla
MM tOgtMtPa
Samuel l.ivingalono corroboraica a previous complaintabout the Moll street rowdies, and stales that as

lie lot Ins cat out o! (ha door ono ol tbeso riiinaii*
killed the hiiiiouI nod broke both her bind lops.
"One Who Mas Been hacked" ask* that tlio uttentlon

it tlio board ol Mubtlc Worka be called to tbo condition
al the loader of the tiro bouse, coruer Chambers uud
Centre strouis. No ono can pass It without being
ducked, us if a hose was turned on him, as the pipe
lias three or four holes in 11 which play on the aidcwaik
community whilo it rains,
"Cttlzou" muds a postal card to any that on Fortylltthstreet, between Sixth avenue and liroadway,

llierc lias been a long line ol barrels mid ash nans standingunompilrd since last Krldny night. Yesterday ha
tent n curt and at his own expense had his garbage and
lahes emptied.
"A Hendent of Slxty-lnnrlh Street" asks why Arc

the sheep iillownd to pass through Sixty-fourth street
an their way to and Iroin Central I'ark? They eome
through Sixty-fifth streot mid Fourth avenue, then
cross into Sixty-lourth street. Why not go through
some less Inhabited street, or else go through the
streot.-. st night time?
"A Reader ol the Complaint Hook" Inquires how

long Is lllth allowed to romatn in the streets alter
being scraped Into piles ready lor carting away?
Ureeowieh street, iu the vicinity of Corilsndl street,
is a disgrace to any civlli/.ei! etty. The scavengers
came along last Friday, scraped up ma ashes, garbage,
dead cats and rats that have boon accumulating ior the
last two months, and Sunday several carts marked P.
J), were going to and Iro About ono-quuricr lull. The
heavy ruins lor the last two days have warned and
scattered the scrapings so that it will have to bo all
done over <ig mi.

'Tick tt I p" calls attention to tho tact that in Monroestreet, coruer ol I'ike street, toward Market street,
there are three, sotnntimes tour inrgu double trucks
standing In imnt ol private dwellings and are used by
men lor urinal purposes.

r
I SHEET. J
~~A MOTHERJUPPM.
The Problem Justice Bixby Found

So Hard to Solve.

FILIAL LOVE AS A CONQUEROR.

Disturbance* Growing Out of tlir Cortissoz
Family Wrrtehninm.

At tb« and of other business lo the J'lfiy-seventb
fctrcet Court ycslnrday, sud is tUo Judge was sboqt to
leave for the day, a party of four persona.a man, a
woman and two children.came In, and the examinationof the diftereut stories given by the ilr-t two
claimed the Individual attention of the Judge for some
hour and a halt A police utllcer appeared also on the
suoue and said that Aaron J. Cortirsoz and Henrietta
K. Cortlssoz had boon guilty of disorderly couduct,
each striving to take away from the other (ho two
children present. The olDrer had seen the mile girl
and boy cling to tboir mother and cry to he loll with
ber. The lady had (tone to Na 1110 Forty-seventh
street, where the father lived, to see tbcui, and a

quarrel had onsued, in which Mrs. Conusors clothes
bad been torn and violenco threatened her.

A MOTHKR SKKKH IIKit CniLOBKX.
Henrietta CortisBoz told lbo following story:."I am

about thirty-two years ol ago. 1 was born lu Charleston,S. C. Tito mnu present is my husband. Ilo does
not now llvo with tue, but livrs with another, whom
ho protends to ha vo married, although ho baa never
been divorced from mo, and they have a boy aged
aovon montba, their oflsprlug. I once was foolish, but
only once. 1 lovo my children and they love mo. 1
huvo supported them, clothed them, watchod over

them, and huvo given them a mother's euro ami dovo-
tlon, and Intend to do an il they nro only allowed
to romaln with mo. Tbo father who married mo un-
dor fulso protoncoB, will not support mo and bis chil-
dreu. Tboy do not wunt to go to him. They are badly
treated by tho lady who now reigns In my placo In
my husband's affection. 1 am o| a respectable la truly
In the South. My Irlenda uro gentlemen and ladies
highly respected and well known in South Carolina
und olsewhero. Mr. Cortiasoz and myself wero mar
rlod somu Ullccu years. 1 and my children hnvo boon
together most ol that tlmo. Onco they woro placed m
a lady's chargo in Brooklyn, and I visited them frequently.Then they and I went to San Francisco, and
later on 1 placed them with their aunt in Soutn Carolina,where they stayed lor soiuo time. 1 want my
children to sluy wlili mo, Judge. For them I would
do anything. I would work as a servant; any menial
sorvlce would I only too gladly give to have my little
ones with me. 1 am highly conuectcd and a lady, but
I would wilhogly wash or hire myself out to havu pos-
session ol my own."

Mrs. tiorilssoz is of medium height, dark-eyed and
quite pretty. What Is written above waB told to tho
magistrate In a nervous way, and It was evident tho
narrator had seen bright dava, bad mixed In good socioiyandbadbuen u pleasing conversationalist.

Til K UUS1IAXO SI'KAKS.
The husband during tho tlmo Mrs. Cortlisoz win

speaking bad thrown off the cloak that covered bis
shoulders, had placed his nutlceablo hat on the bunch
and was preparing lor the coming effort He Is ol the
average height, la dark featured, spuaks rapidly and in
a declamatory stylo, aud has eyes that, as he spoko,
Hashed tierce glaces at tho first s'peakor.
"Judge," be said, "1 am a natlvo of dt. Thomas, and

am forty-two years ol age. 1 am a bookbinder by trade
and a tcachur".ho did not say of what."considerably
known, and ovory one who has made my acquaintance
respects ma anil will speuk woli of me. 1 have ro-
gained possession of my childrou, after yours of
search. The mother.that woman there.has kopt
them away from me, bidden them wbero evou a lather's
lovo could not find tbein, and has not neon nor is she a

froui her, out am married aguin, not thereby torn mil-
liug wrong, since sbo who won ouce my ivilo proved
to bo a vilo wonran and unworthy ol my
lovo. The poor little boy und girl bitvo boou cruelly
treated by hor. Once she placed thoin in charge ol a
negress in lirooklyn upon whoso charity the children
lived till turned away. Then they wcro° in Sail Francisco,whore the molhor disgraced m*, herself uud them,
and compelled mo to lly Irom that city, ouu ol ibu
innoceniM under euoii arm. Uuce more wero they in
Charleston, wbere word came to ina ol negioct onl I
sent lor them aud brought ibcm here, sua now she
again seeks to possess them, .the is a thorough Iv
wicked woman. She has had uiunr lovers at dtllor
places. Her nugleol bus resulted In Injuring tho heui.a
ol both our chilureu. This common woman, whom ouco
I honored us uiy wile, has been living nl dlllercnl
places, where I cannot exactly stato, but sho once residedin Fourteenth aireet, and inquiry mado by me
revealed the lact that the lady of the house had boon
annoyed by tlio comlnnt ringing ol ibu street bell uud
tbu asking lor tbui woman by the names ol llooxiur,
Curtis, fee. Now, Judgo, I appeal to you once more.
1 odor to make my children happy. 1 urn rendv to
allord them medical assistance; they will huvc a good
homo; they will receivo tlio euro ol my present wilo,
a highly educated uud respectable lady, as rcspeciabio
as that woman thoro Is lost and abaiuioiiod. And are

they to he taken Irora ma, earning suitlcieui lor their
pronor support, and given to that abandoned person,
who leads a wicked life. God knows, to he drought up
to luilow iu her loolstcpi? riavo tbu girl Irom a lite el
shame; look to tho mural wollaro of my boy, and do
uul dccido against tuo."
The husband apoku oaruestly but coldly, while tbe

mother told her story with tears running down hor
cbaeks, her Hps quivering and her Irantu shaken.

ONLY TK.N AND KIUHT.
During this time the chlldreu had been whispering

to each other ana watching the proceedings anxiously,
Their oyca constantly wuudereu toward their mother,
and tbey looked as It they louged to lly lo her. Tno
girl was ns pretty as a picture, but neither Bbe nor her
brother hud auy cloaks about them, nor did either ol
them woar any covering nu their heads. Mho w.is
neatly clothed, hud bright eyas, rj.-y cheeks, and both
wore quite intelligent. The boy's la.o, pule and thin,
was hall hidden by a scart which was wrapped about
Ins houd, but his eyes wero sparkling with excitement,
l.ittle Josephine is ton years old, and Allrcd, liur
brother, only eight.

JVDUK 111*11 V IIKAKS ALU SIIIRH.
Judgo Jllxby decided lo hear tbu llltlo onus'

stories, so two chairs wero plucod on the witness slum!
uud Josio and Allrcd uiountud Ibsm. coming lace lo
face with the loierestod inugistrutu. Together they
told of their mamma uud pupa and ol Iho scenes their
lltllo selves had pasted through. Josio was burn in
Man Francisco and Allred in tylinrlostoii. TDey noth
iovou tneir inuiuinu, ami wanicu io stay wiut nor.
They aid not wish to go to their lather. They hud
boon In Williamsburg, mid then their mother visited
tlietn every duy. lhoy bad been to iliuir aunt, iu
Charleston, aud bad lived happily there, hut they did
not want to go back, as they wished to bo near their
mother. Their lather treated Ibcm wall, but his wilo
did not. The Judge nskad what the second Mr*. Corlisaozhad done to them. Ttio children could give no
moro evidence o( cruelty than that they wcro both
once locked up.
The lather who lalltod Incessantly mid dramatically

again look thostaudand abused Henrietta Cortlaso'z
roundly until at last bo wont lar enough 10 receive it
rebuke from Jiuigo Itixby, who said:."I do not fuel
orry for you. Your I tie <1 oca not meet with my an-

prov.il," uiid turning 10 the lady, "Nor docs yoirra
either, ma<lain. Hut the children; they are the ones.
If limy did nut care so much lur their mother 1 should
quickly turn tboin over to the father, but I hey luvu
her more than tnui, and yet her file Is trot epollesa.
She admits she has f.-alien, and 1 do not know bill what
alio la now leading anything but an Irreproachable
life."

TIIK Pl'XCl.kU MAlilSTKATK.
The children wcro crying b tteriy mid appealing to

their mother to couie to thein. iboir sobs nil ing the
court room, mid tear* coursing down their clucks.
The mother hotly doniod many ol the I'tiiirgu* against
her. Slio honestly avowed alio onco had lallcn, bill,
abo naked, had npi the hiisbmid, when hesougntthe
companionship of another iliau she, liin unuiv.irod
wife, been us guilty n« she when she forgot her duly,

andil he muld relorm why not sho?
Judge liixby.liut 1 am hot sure you are 11 v tug well

now. You havu no means of support. Mow do you
cat. drink and clotho yourselif

Mrs. Cortisaoz.I have irieuds who knew mo nud
my family, they are rich. They knew 1 stood well
at home and that I uin a lady. 1 do not cull my bus-
Dun a nuiuc*. I urn too well educated to do inut. I
liuTo mood hi* uutnxnly ahtiae, uml e ven il I liuve to
give up my children I xhnll do no without tolling wn.tt
I know ot htm. I utn .> mother, and »a ucn would
Work till Uoutii tor my own; but an a mother I mn,
lor my children, leave llicm lor their good and die ol
a broken heart.

a lummox that wax kkcoxxiukkko.
Then the huxbund tried to o.xplaln It x neglect of In*

olnldreu by tolling that they hud boeu hidden Irotii
him, and again naked thu Judge lOMvetbo daughter
truin tlift road to ruin while yet It lay in ht« power,
lie spoke ol how well he would treat the children,
aud an id it wax impossible lor tiiein to llvo
in Intiocenco long with the bad Influence ol I ho
mother baiorn them. Then the wilu said xbe wax able
to look alter the girl and boy, bad money, und would
have much more if xhe wixbed. She h.ul rich reluiirex
In Chnrlcitoo, and they would linvo hclrieude.l her
longaimn only they told bur that when her hutband
could xuppori aunolhvr lady ho could keep hlx wife
anu children. At lam, most aorely puxxled, the Judge
exclaimed to the ofheer, "Why did you bring thta caae
iii herer" and added, "Well, I'll lot the lather have
the children, and the mother la to viait thorn twice a
week. Madam, thta la the beat plan I can hit upon,
go and counsel your children to reconcile themselves."

a ihii.ii'x rarxrxt ri.KAmxu.
The tear* (lowed down the mother'* lace. l»ho did a*

she wax hidden. \ xi otie ol woeplng followed. The
children became hysterical. The lather'* touch uponthe Inco brought no rcapouae. Ilia manner wan cold,

J»
be recognized It blmMlf, and did set M*k to bo demo»
trailv».
"I love you, pop*, but 1 want my momm*. 1 aboil

not be hippy wuh you; only with her will I bo find,'*
ihe Hit c u>ri eriod.
Neither on nor duugbier returned tbo advene#* of

aflcoiion iiiaiia by lha lather. 1 hey quickly tlirood to
the mother, clutching at hor dress. the girl oorvinir
her head in the mother'* bosom. Molted with a eoddon
Impulse the little girl * out up lo the Judge and nought
lo change his dectalou. She begged him to leave her y.
end her brolher to their choice Judge Bixby onoo
mure wavered, Hie lather wae the loser, and lha ear*
ucstr.oss of Innocent youth won the day.

A DKCISIO* AT I.AHT.
The dual deoiaiou of the Judge w°«* that the mother

rhould have the children and keep them with her at
No iho Klghtb avenue, where she now reside*, and
which (lie officer had told the judge waa a re.pectable
homo. The mother said she would become good ior
lo r children. She had sinned but oooo, and her oarrowhad fully atoned lor bur erriug; abu would keep
the children lor two weeks; the lather could see lha in
whenever and u* olteu as he chose, and she would not
leave the city till permitted to do sa Judge Blzhy
mid Mr. Cortissnz to commence action in tho Supremo
Court, which could bu done at ooce. ana If bis children
should go to bun why well and good; the Court would
i-otlle that.
Mr. Cortiasoz wandered out after Instructing tho

Judge us io the luiier's duly, m l wondering he could
have decided us he bail. Tho inotbar put on arm
around each child, all three laces brightened, tho
storm was past, und tho mother and bor little ono*
went lorih with lacca beaming with delight.

AN UNNATUUAL FAKENT.

IiOSK MAKK1SIKNO IKVHKIIB AO*] NUT Bll

FATHE11, ANTONIO LEON.THE PRISONER

HELD TO AWAIT TUB ACTION OF TUB OHAKB

JUU*.
lu tbo First District Court room, Butler eireet,

Brooklyn, Ju.silco Kerry presiding, yesterday, lire.
Rose Muesiinvuo appeared ngeiusl her brutal father,
wbo ao murderously assaulted bur because sbo told bar
busbaud bo bad truutcd nor unnaturally. She lean,
lied that ou the )6tb of February last, about ball-past
seven o'clock, her lather camo to ber bedroom, and,
taking hold ol bor arm, led ber tnio the other room,
wbero bo naked tier tl alio would have him haoged.

' No, lather," abc said, "what should I want you
bung forf" bo then said, "Wny did you write a lattei
to John Kelly, your uncle, in Now Yorkf" she said
tbo lottcr did not concern bun; bo sbut the door and
witness called lor ber father-in-law; ber fathor and
uncle, Antonio and John l.cou, run behind tbo door,
and wbeu old Mr. MasMlniono camo ibey bald tba dooi
aguiust bitu to pruvunt bis eutrauco; bn arm

caught In Ibo door, and tbey then admitted
him; witness then went to ber bedroom, where
bor father, Antonio l.oon, billowed, sod taking a
revolver from Ins pockol, boat ber watt it ou the boat),
und then Qred three shots, but while tbo pistol was
pointed toward tier nono ol tbo bnlleti took affect. alinougtiber nkirts caught Hrc. Itunning Into Ibo Irout
room alio raised the window. Her lather pursued ber,
dashed ber on ibu Hour and bit bor on tbo boad seven
or eight limes wiln tbo butt o( tbo pistol; bo alio
kicked bor ou tbo broast and back. She Jumped up at
last und sod, "Oh. lather, let mo go away !" He said.
"You tiro not dead yet; I have done ibis much, and I
Intend to Uuish you " Ho then commenced to beal
her again on ttie hrad. ."die exclaimed,
"Fatbor, 1 am dying! I am dying!" and be then rea

away, followed by hie brother.
Too cross-examination failed to shake tbe testimony

of the youug woman, who said shn bud no bail feeling
against her lather; ber father-in-law attempted to lake
the pistol from the prisoner; bor bauds wer# bruised
and cut Irom trying to ward oil tbo blows and to protectbur hands and lace; .lobn Loon stood quietly by
during thu assault, with bis bands In RIs pockets, doingnothing either to prevent tbe assault or to assist
in it.

Dr. Meado, resident surgnon of tba Long Iitand
Collcgo Hospital, testllled as to the condition tp
whtcu the youug woman was when taken to that
iitr-i nut ion and said that sUu never would have recoveredwere it not for ber grout vitality and wonderful
power ol rocuporation.

Nicholas Massimeuo, wbo is about seveuty year* of
nge. testlllod to having wilne-tsod the assault and corroboratedthe testimony of bta daugbtor-iu-law.
Her husband, John Masalmeno, testllled to having

met Antonio and John l.eou alter lenvlug the house
that morning and to subsequently finding Rose bleedingdown stairs, and on going to his apartments die*
covering a broken pistol and knlio there.
Julio l.eon's temmouy waa to (be cflcct tbat h«

calicil at the residenco of bis uloce In company wllb
Ills brother, nnd ilio tutior wont Into a room with Ron
alone; lie heard a nrug.lo and two shots were IIred ; bn
ran in und auw hla h other "por.-ocuiing" har.
The prisoner, Antonio Loon, lestiUed that be asked

Rose that morning, when no called, "If she bad eont
a loiter to John Kelly," aud abo replied that
alio had ami a Inter to htm; be tbeo
told hor that Hho must not bo oo aaucy to
her lather. He claimed that be had nevor been guilt*
or the c rime alleged by hor againat him; bo admitted
having knocked her down on Ibo Uoor and bavlng
bcalen her; hut said that he did not atlempt to shoot
her, no pistol went "IT accidentally

Ji,«».-n Kerry committed the prUnnor te Raymond
Struct j.il to await the action of the Grand Jury.

ST. JOHN'S GUILD.

EXAMINATION OF Mil. WIHWALL.DOING INTO
THE ANTECEDENTS OF THE OUILD.

The committee appointed to investigate tbe bust nose
management of St. John's Guild met laet evening at
the committee room of the Guild, in Fourteenth street
There were present Messrs. James Scott, Edward
Kemp, David Richmond and Jsmos Illicit, Mr. Cornell,
the lllth member ol the committoo, being unavoidably
absent.

RXAMIMNO MR. WISWAt.l..
Mr. Wlswall was requested to lake the aland, nnd

tbe following Interrogorloa were propounded to htm
by Mr. Scott;.

l'rior to lho organization of this society, which wan,
I believe, April 21, 1874, was there an organization la
this city under a similar namo nnd doing n almtlni
work T
Mr. Wiswnll.There was.

Mr. Scott.Was that organization sanctioned by anj
church corporation f

Mr. Wlswall.It was; Trinity Cburob sanctioned It,
nud Dr. Morgun Dix was cx-ojficio Its Master; 1 wan tbe
Manor most <( the time.

Mr. Scott.Wore you paid for your services?
Mr. Wlswall.Yes, us a clergyman of Trinity Dtrlsb,

but not as a Master ol llio Guild.
Mr. Scott.is iins society now In any way oonnected

witii Trinity Church ?
Mr. Wiswall.No; many ol tbn member* are bat aa a

aocieiy u I* entirely distinct una separate from any
church corporation.

Mr. Scon.W by did the Oulld separate from Trinity
church?

.Mr. WIhwiiII.Tbo answer to thai question If contmii»dir. tbo minute* ol ihu several moi ling* of tba
Guild hold uhuul that 11 mo.
Here, at tho rci|ue*l ol Mr. Wiswall, Mr. Faure, el

tbo Disbursing Committee, read the minuton of tbo
mooting* in so Inr iiH they rclatod to the action of tba
timid in separating from i rinny church aud the roaoiu.
tion ediipiod at that lime, which, alter rucltiny ibal Mr.
Win wall had been lor sixteen yeare a clergyman ol tha
parish, und having been the lounder ol theUuild, and
oujuylug Hie love and cocildencn ol the mombera ol the
timid and ol Si. John Cliapul, and boing uujustly and
aiiintuiiriiy dismissed from hia poidtiou, dacurud tba
continued confidence ol the timid in Mr. Wiawall, and
deuinnded hi* continuance aa Maaier. Tbn memorial,
which demanded hi* rcinataiemeni In tho parish,
which was signed by 3A0 members of the church, was
also read.

Mr. .-colt then said that tba object ol malting these
Inquiries was 10 lulurnt the public ol the antecedent!
ol ihcUulid beloro u ussumml Its present position, and
was not in unv way personal to Mr. Wlswull.
Mr. scott.You staled tbo other evening tbat there

wits a membership of about 2,WW persona. Now, as I
boliovo, one ol tim objects ol tho (luild la to erects
tiuiid hall, in whoso name would tbo property tbus atv
quired ho held?

Mr. Wiswnll.'The trustees would have to be Incorporated,as in iho case of tbn lloatiug hospital ol tba
(iutld.

he canon ol tho tiuihl minting to the permanency of
tho Master's position was thou di*cua->ed, and tha
f|uo8ih>u sskou, lloo* not this make tbo Master a sort
ol dictator?

Mr. Wiswall.Yes; but not more so tban la any clar*
gyman ol tho Kpleaupal church.

Mr. Scott then rcmurkod ib.it ho thonght tbat It
would bo advisable to alter that runon In order to retainibe rouilceuco ol iho public. Mr. Wlswsll replied
that when 11 becamn evident that be was no iongor
uanlul lu ihn position ol Master be would resign, but
mat ho had i|iialiflod himself for that position bp
4(1,000 visits among the poor and telt that be was use*
lui in his position.

tiik rt-kcimsk or scrruKs.
Mr. Kemp then too* up the question ol purchasing

supplies, and went Into it at considerable extent. It
was shown that groceries, cereals and olber articles
bad be<-n bought Iroin a large number ol Orins duringlbs present winter lo the amount of over $17,000, lor
winch casli woa patd.lt being the rule ol the Guild
never to run into debt. Mr. ft iswall, however, stated
that once, through an error ol judgment, tho Guild
purchased more goons than It had inonoy on band la
pay lor, and thereloro was in debt to the tlrm ol H. K.
k K. H. Tburher, but when tho matter was explained
lo Mr. Tburber be grnntod time to pajr without ebarg*Ing any Interest, and Mr. Thurbcr had since brooms a
member ol the Guild.

Mr. Kauro then made a lengthy statement concern*
Ing the committees, and especially tho Disbursing and
Purchasing committees, lie denied that the Guild was
a one man power machine ruu by Mr. Vf Iswall. and
luted that tne dlfloronl departments ol lha Guild are
in Hie h inds of business men wbn personally attend to
the matters under tludr charge. Mr. Fanre mad" a requestthat the Investigating Committee demand the
attendance of ihs editor ol the World, either by letter,oy attorney or in person, to give ibe louudation of
the cnerges made against the Guild, and substantiate
them or withdraw tnem.

Mr. Wiswall staled that a Mr. Wehswold, ol No. «g
Now Giiamiiers" street, bad made a charge that tho
empty boxes and barrels were sold and the proceeds
divided stnoug tbo olllccrs, and asked lor his attend*
anco.

.

."taiam*nta were made by s number of the members
ol oouimiUeert strougiy deieneife of Iho Guild.
The committee adjourned to mast again os Friday

next,


